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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The school aims to develop well-balanced global citizens who are intelligent, dynamic, technologically 
competent, environmentally concerned and respectful of universal moral values within the multinational 

environment of an ever-changing interdependent world. 
    
 

 
Please note that this is a “Welcome To SY0910” edition to commence our school 
year. The next edition will be published on Friday 14 August 2009.  
 
REMINDER – this first Newsflash will be in ‘hard copy’, however please ensure that we 
have your correct email address (listed on the enrolment papers) so that we can send you 
the Newsflash electronically. Parents can choose to have a hard copy, but we need to hear 
from you that you wish to request a hard copy – in the request, please specify which child 
you would like the hard copy sent home with.  

 
FROM THE BOARD CHAIR 

Ms. Jackee Weckman, Board Chair 

 
 
To all of our new CIS parents, I would like to welcome you to Cebu International School. I was elected as Chair of the 
Board of Trustees last year, and have appreciated the chance and opportunity to serve the school in this capacity. Being 
a Board of Trustee at CIS is a responsibility that is taken seriously, and together, as a Board, we are working on learning 
more about international school governance. It is a time commitment, but it can be very rewarding, particularly when 
we are all focused on the same goals and directing our efforts to achieving them.  
 
As Chair, I was happy to see our healthy enrolment figures for the upcoming school year. Based on current figures, it 
appears that we will have a higher starting enrolment than SY0809.  
 
When parents join other international schools, they automatically become members of the governing body, however I 
need to mention that it is different at CIS. To become a member of the CIS Corporation, you actually need to register 
your membership and pay a membership fee of 200Php. For those ‘returning CIS parents’, the fee has increased from 
the previous year, and even with this increase, we do not cover our Corporation expenses, and the school finances (your 
tuition fees) support the shortfall.  
 
There is a deadline for payment of the membership – please check the website for the date. 
 
If you are new CIS parents, you can become Associate members in your first year, and thereafter in your 2nd and 
subsequent years, full CIS Corporation members, providing you complete the documentation and make the necessary 
payment.  
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEE ELECTIONS 
 
The CIS Corporation meeting will be held on Tuesday September 15, 2009 in the Educational Media Centre at CIS.  
 
It is great to know that we have some parents who have expressed an interest in serving CIS and wish to be considered 
for election to the Board of Trustees. The CIS Board of Trustees are keen to invite CIS Corporation members to apply to 
become a member of the CIS Board of Trustees.  
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Mr Deonie Riveral, is the Chair of the CIS Election Committee. The Board is pleased to announce that Ms Nagako 
Kaboyoshi (PTA) and Mr Brian Killen (Corporation member) will be assisting Mr Riveral on the Election Committee for 
September 2009.  
 
If you are interested in being considered for election to the Board, please contact Ms Ella Ebrado 
(receptionist@cis.edu.ph) to request for the documents that will be required for your application.  
 
Dates for your diary, if you are interested in being a CIS Trustee: 
 
4.00 pm, Thursday 27 August 2009  – Deadline for nomination documents to be submitted 
27 August to 3 September  – Interviews with the Election Committee 
Sometime after 27 August   –  There will be an ORIENTATION for all nominees  

(this is vital to fully understanding what is expected of a CIS Trustee) 
1 September     –  By-Law Revisions, Notice of Meeting, Proxy Forms and voting  
      procedures sent out to all Corporation members 
8 September    –  List of Nominees for the Trustee elections sent to Corporation members  
      with a proxy form and the voting procedures.  
11 September    –  Corporation Report sent out to members electronically (please ensure  
      that we have your correct email address on our database). 
15 September     –  CIS Corporation Meeting, please remember we need to have a quorum  
      of 20% of our membership, please attend.  
 

BY-LAW REVISIONS 
 
The CIS Board of Trustees have discussed the need for the Annual Meeting/Elections to be held in May of each school 
year. This would require a By-law change. There are two good reasons to make the change; #1 is that newly elected 
Board members in May have a chance to ‘learn the ropes’ over a less busy time of the school year for the governance 
group, and #2 is that when a Board member leaves the country, or changes school at the end of the school year, they 
cease to be a member of the Corporation and this therefore does not create a difficulty with Board meeting quorums if 
the elections were in May, as opposed to being in September.  
 
Our retained law firm, Sycip Salazar, have also reviewed our By-laws to ensure legal compliance and wording, and have 
made some recommendations to CIS in order to ‘tidy’ up our By-laws. The Board is currently reviewing these 
recommendations/revisions and hope to make a decision on any recommended changes at the next Board meeting. CIS 
Corporation members will be advised on these revisions prior to the meeting.  
 
If you are a member of the CIS Corporation and wish to receive an electronic copy of the current SEC approved By-laws, 
please email Ms Ella Ebrado, and request for an electronic copy: receptionist@cis.edu.ph.   To support the school in 
good environmental habits, we will focus on the goal of minimizing the amount of paperwork we issue.  
 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT and SUPERINTENDENT WELCOME PARTY 
 
I am looking forward to learning more about my son’s education at CIS this year at the BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT. I 
strongly encourage all parents to attend this ‘almost compulsory’ activity as it is just so important for our children’s 
education. 
 
Following this evening, I look forward to meeting some of you at the Superintendent’s Welcome Party. This is a chance 
for our parents to meet each other, and to get to know the teachers on an informal basis. Please read more on this 
evening in the Marketing section of the Newsflash. I hope to see you then.  
 

Ms Jacqueline Gullas-Weckman 
CHAIR – CIS BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S NEWS 
Ms. Deidre Fischer, Superintendent 

 
Welcome to CIS for school year 2009-2010. I am looking forward to working with you all this 
year, as we ‘build on success’. We intend to maintain the same themes as last year, ensure 
that respect and teamwork guide our work at CIS, and at the same time, add two more 
words: collaboration and communication.  

mailto:receptionist@cis.edu.ph
mailto:receptionist@cis.edu.ph
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We have many new faces at CIS, and gradually we will get to know them, however I would like to formally welcome the 
following staff to CIS.    
 

Elia Aguilar (payroll clerk)    Aimee Bartolome (MHS Filipino)   
Lorraine Brockbank (Grade 1)    Charlotte Cole (PS-12 Teacher Mentor) 
Editha Cruz (Grade 3)     Ramon Escaño (PT Elem Spanish)    
Jaydil Hermias (FT PE)     Samantha Jeacle (MHS English/ToK)    
Anne Laborde (MHS ESL)    Andrew Mackenzie (HoD Science)   
Henny Mcburney (Nursery)    Miguel Monreal (Spanish)   
Dominic Paterson (AAD/PE teacher)   Lory Romano (Elementary Secretary)  
Jessie Saclo (Elementary Art teaching mentor)  Graham Taylor (IT Manager/ToK/IT teacher) 

 

The weekly NEWSFLASHNEWSFLASHNEWSFLASHNEWSFLASH will be distributed electronically – every Friday – commencing Friday 

14 August - please make sure that you have given us your correct email address. If you wish to have 
a hard copy, please notify Ms Ella Ebrado: receptionist@cis.edu.ph, however we are encouraging 
digital where-ever possible.  
 
The Newsflash will also be posted on the CIS website: www.cis.edu.ph as per our previous 
procedure.  

 
 
REMINDER - SCHOOL CLOSURES 
 

Wednesday August 5 – It is with deep sadness that we note the 
passing of former President Cory Aquino, school will be closed as per the 
declaration issued to all work places.  
 
Thursday August 6  – Cebu Province Charter Day 
School will be open on Friday 7 August – as per usual 

 
Friday August 21  – Ninoy Aquino Day  

 
Monday August 31  –  National Heroes Day 

 
 
AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
 

I am looking forward to seeing the After School Activities commence at CIS. To lead a 
balanced life, it is important that our school offers students the opportunity to be involved in 
other activities that supplement our academic programme. The Clubs and Activities Booklet 
will be sent home with your child on Monday August 10 – please take the time to discuss 
choices with your son/daughter and understand the commitment involved in your choice.  
 
Please refer to P56/57 of the SY0910 Student Parent Handbook for the requirements for 
Clubs/Activities.  

 
Mr Dominic Paterson is our Athletics and Activities Director and he can be contacted by email: AD@cis.edu.ph 
 
The Clubs/Activities booklet will also be available on the school website: www.cis.edu.ph/Activities/Clubs and Activities 
Programme - from August 10 (in case you don’t find the hard copy in your child’s bag).  
 
The deadline for Club Forms is on Friday 14 August! Some activities and clubs fill up very fast and there is a limit, 
therefore please make sure that your child does not miss out on their choice. 
 
LOST TEXT/LIBRARY BOOKS FROM LAST YEAR 
 
It was great to come back to school and see that a number of our students had found 
their lost text books over the summer. We have made the necessary refunds, however I 
need to notify all parents and students, that as at 28 July 2009, we needed to close the 

mailto:receptionist@cis.edu.ph
http://www.cis.edu.ph/
mailto:AD@cis.edu.ph
http://www.cis.edu.ph/Activities/Clubs
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‘window’ for the return of lost text books. We need to close off our accounts/books for last financial year as our auditors 
are currently in the school. If you do happen to find a lost text book, or lost library book, please keep it as your personal 
property. We have made the necessary replacements for the lost books. For next school year, for inventory and auditing 
purposes, the deadline for text books will be the last day of the school year. If you find the property after the deadline, 
please keep it as your own property as you have paid for it.  
 
This is a good time to remind ALL STUDENTS to ensure that they look after their text books/library books for the year.   
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S WELCOME PARTY 
 

I look forward to meeting parents at the Superintendent’s Welcome Party that will be 
held at CIS on Thursday 13 August, following the BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT. 
 
The Back to School Night is a new initiative of CIS and it is an important key to your child’s 
success at CIS. We do have a new assessment system in place, we do have curriculum 
standards and benchmarks for all subjects and we believe that all parents should be 
attending this evening. It is not a Parent Teacher Conference (you will need to make a 
separate appointment for this), and only parents are invited to this evening. You get to 
meet your child’s teacher and subject teachers – you learn what the expectations are of 
the school of what we want your child to know and understand and to be able to do by 
the end of the year, and you will learn more about assessment and feedback at CIS. I 

hope to see you there.  
 
Until next time 
Ms Deidre Fischer, SUPERINTENDENT 
 
    
 
  

Please take note of the following coffee morning schedules  
          

August   7 (Fri)   7:30am             GRADE 1 PARENT ORIENTATION  
*All Grade 1 parents are invited  

 
August 12 (Wed) 7:30am          ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEW PARENT ORIENTATION 
* All NEW Elementary parents  

 
August 13  (Thurs) 7:30am       MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL NEW PARENT ORIENTATION 

     * All NEW Middle /High School Parents   
 

Know how you and your child can get the best out of this school year with  
orientation talks on activities, school policies, expectations for this school year  

 
 

We understand that some parents may want a little more help in dealing with some changes in the school, especially our 
new parents ☺. If you need more information or assistance with anything at all please feel free to see me (Blanche) or 
any other school official.   
 
 
 
 

Welcome Welcome Welcome Welcome BBBBack everybody!ack everybody!ack everybody!ack everybody!            
 

Did you notice the new and expanded look of our Storeroom? 
Well and good! 

 

Effective August 4, 2009, please note of our Storeroom Office hours 
are from Mondays – Fridays  7:30 to 12:00 and 1:00 to 3:00 

 
 



5 
 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
Mr. Kurt Mecklem, M/HS Principal 

 
Welcome back!  In the two weeks leading up to the new school year, I’ve been getting more and more excited about the 
start of this year.  We have a lot of new initiatives in place that I’ll be describing in the next few issues of the Newsflash.  
For this issue, I would just like to point out some of the new faculty who have joined us in the middle and high school.   
 
From Australia, Samantha Jeacle is joining our English department.  She will also be taking over the TOK classes that I 
was teaching and she will be introducing a one semester research skills/IB prep course that all students beginning the 
11th grade will take.   
 
Anne Carole Laborde is joining our ESL department.  She is originally from France and has been teaching and working 
overseas for a number of years, most recently at an international school in Tanzania.   
 
You may have seen Aimee Bartolome on campus last year when she spent time on campus shadowing our previous 
Filipino teacher and learning about our school.  She is from Manila and will be teaching Filipino from middle school to 
the IB.   
 
Also joining the foreign language department is Miguel Monreal.  A dual citizen of Spain and Mexico he has lived in 
Cebu for over ten years.  He will be teaching Spanish across all three schools.   
 
Andrew Mackenzie is taking over as head of science and will teach IB biology and life sciences in the other high school 
grades.  He has taught in several different international schools and is from Canada.   
 
We have a new IT teacher who will also be taking on the duties of IT Manager.  It is the first time we will have someone 
with an education background leading technology at CIS.  Graham Taylor is from the UK and has taught in a number of 
places, most recently Thailand.   
 
Not only will Dominic Paterson be teaching middle and high school PE, he will also be our new athletics and activities 
director.  He is from the UK and has taught in a number of places including Saudi Arabia.  He has been moving very 
quickly to organize the extracurricular program at CIS and we are looking forward to some positive improvements.   
 
When you are next on campus please help the new teachers feel welcome.  I believe they are a very positive addition to 
our staff and I am looking forward to working with them this year.   
 
I hope everyone has a great start to the new school year! 
 
 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS 
Mr. James Matthews, Elementary Principal 

 

Welcome back everyone!!!  I am really looking forward to the upcoming 09/10 school year here at Cebu 
International School.  CIS has many exciting things in store for our students that will enhance your child's education.  
What are some of these components that will improve the overall education of our students, you ask?  Well, we have 
several to tell you about.   

  
First, of all we have improved the experience and expertise of our teaching staff.  Research 
tells us that without a doubt the biggest impact on student learning is the TEACHER!  We 
have four new homeroom teachers who bring a lot of experience to our international 
school.  I'd like to introduce them to you. 
 

1- Ms. Henny McBurney is our new nursery teacher.  Ms. McBurney hails from 
Australia and has taught for over thirty years in Australia, Vietnam, and the Sudan.  
Her major was in Early Childhood with an emphasis in art.  

 
2- Ms. Lorraine Brockbank is our new first grade teacher.  Ms. Brockbank is from New 

Zealand.  She has taught for over 25 years in New Zealand, United Kingdom, Japan and the Republic of the 
Maldives.   
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3-  Mrs. Editha Dela Cruz will be our new second grade teacher.  If that name sounds familiar, it should.  Mrs. Dela 
Cruz is the wife of our third grade teacher, Mr. Leodivino Dela Cruz. She has been teaching in Manila for the past 
ten years, mainly second grade. 
 

4- Ms. Christine Cornejo will be our new Kinder 2 teacher.  Ms. Cornejo taught in our ESL Department last year.  
She is transferring to the Kinder 2 level where she has taught for many years.  This will be Ms. Cornejo's tenth 
year of teaching. 

  
Also joining our staff in the area of Spanish is Mr. Miguel Monreal.  Mr. Monreal will be teaching second and third grade 
Spanish.  Mr. Ramon Escaño will be teaching first grade Spanish.  Besides being a qualified Spanish teacher, Mr.  Escaño 
has been a CIS parent for the past year. Mr Jessie Saclo will also be joining our Elementary School – he is an experienced 
Art teacher, and will be working as the Elementary Art teaching mentor – your son/daughter will be working with both 
Mr Saclo and your Home Room teacher while we develop all of our Elementary teachers art teaching skills over this next 
year. I have every confidence that these aforementioned teachers along with our returning staff will provide our 
students with a high quality education. 
  
Next, I want to make you aware of our new character education program.  It is called "CHARACTER FIRST."  This 
program will focus our students on nine "virtues" that we feel all students should strive for in order to lead successful 
happy lives.  Each month we will focus on one of these virtues like; responsibility, initiative, obedience, etc.  I have used 
this program at my previous school and I feel it is very worthwhile in developing our students emotional and social skills. 
  
Third, our Stanford Achievement Tests (SAT) has been replaced by the Measure of 
Academic Progress or MAPs.  The MAPs test is taken electronically and will give us 
almost instant results of our students’ abilities in Math and Language Arts. By 
learning the level of competency from the MAP testing our teachers will be able to 
differentiate their lessons in order to meet the individual needs of their students 
more concisely. We will be taking these tests in the next few weeks and again in the 
spring to measure growth in our students and help us focus on areas of strength and 
weakness in our program and curriculum. 
  
These are just some of the individuals and activities that will make our 09/10 school year a memorable one here at Cebu 
International School.  I think you will agree with me it should be a stimulating and rewarding year. 
  
WELCOME BACK EVERYONE!!!    
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES NEWS 
Mr. Brian Deitchmeister, Head of Department 

 

During the Third week of October will be celebrating CIS International 
Week, which will include the traditional Parade of Nations.  We understand 
that many of our students share dual passports and for different purposes, choose 
which passport/ethnicity to use in different situations. For the CIS Parade of 
Nations, we will be sending home a notice with your child/ren, to request which flag 
you wish your child/ren to parade under. This will also determine what they will 
wear within the Parade, and this is an early reminder to start working on your 
national costume now. Please make sure that you discuss this with your child/ren at 
home, and return the notice to us so that we can ensure a wonderful Parade of 
Nations. Thank you for your anticipated support.  

 
 


